Nettie Major, Short Post Bio, 1967 
Post Papers Box 47 Nettie Major Sayles Accession 
It looks like something prepared for a memorial of Post, Texas 
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CHARLES WILLIAM POST __ M - e
(1854-1914) E? ?% 7

Charles W. Post was born Octoher 26, 1854, Springfield, Tllineis,
Colonal New England parentage. He giew to manhood in Springfield, attended
Illinois Industrial College (forerunner of University of Illinois) and began
his youthful adventures as a cowhand in Kansas and Oklahoma, a short-lived
experience. This was followed by a temporary co-ownership of az::rd\ur‘
store in Independence, Kansas, which he sold to his partner and, returned
to Illinois. In 1873 he became a commereial traveller through western terr-
tory representing agricultural implement manufacturers. On November 4, 1874,
he married his childhood sweatheart, Ella L. Merriweather, who was also born
uspmgfma«nmmunnvammmnmrmu. Ce W, and
Ellz had one daughter, Marjorie Nerriweather Post, born March 15, 1887,

The daughter is .mmmwmmmmn
mmammmuumm.mummyﬂtm
father founded in 1906, ’

C. W. Post was a man of many talents. As an inventor, innovator, i
advortising gentus, mamfacturer and rebel against hypoerisy fié made headline
news throughout the country. He knew defeat meny tines, and Suffered 111
hmmmhmmqmm-n.muﬂu-bmnub-mu ?p
1mmummmmmmmmmuuunmum
his start in the manufacture of cereal foods. His inventions began in the
Springfield days when he patented a seed-planter, cultivator, sulky plow,
harrow and hay-stacker.l He left the f1eld of commeretal travel to for the
Tllinois Agricultural Works at Springfield for the mamufacture of Post
Capitol City Cultivators, (1881), With his many duties of the implement
buumaa.hotmmtmh-bwhﬂl‘%'lw‘ This was the
eyele whereby both wheels were of the same size as opposed to the large
front wheel and small rear wheel. He finished his model before there was
any national distribution of the new style. About the same time, he began
wm.w-mmmm.mmmm.m.ﬂ
monwmhemwﬂoddmmmhbpMouh
kitchen table, 2 Eis energies were boundless, but 4t all added up to a
break in health and resulted in business failure. After a protracted
recuperation for C, W,, the entire Post family, consisting of wife and
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baby, his parents, brothers and relatives, decided in 1887 to settle in Fort
Worth, Texas. Fort Worth became the home of his parents, C. Rollin and
Caroline (Lathrop) Post until their deaths, both of whom outlived their son.

In Fort Worth, C, W, and his family engaged in the real estate develop-
ment of Bast Fort Worth, or Sylvania Addition, now known as Riverside.~ With
the developing of the sub-division, Mr. Post shouldered all the details of
laying off the lots, the streets, the street-lighting, water supply, stone
masonry, electric power;  He installed a woolen mill on Alamosa Heights for
the mamufacture of blankets, and devised a method to mamufacture fine quality
paper from cotton seed hulls, He patented the "Seientific Suspender" at
Fort Worth, though the making of them did not get under way until a few years
later in Battle Creek. The stress and strain of Fort Worth endeavers, the
final liquidation of the Springfield implement business, all added up to
another break in health for C. W. in 1890, just three years after coming to
new territory, With his wife and daughter, C. W. Post, seemingly a hopeless
case, was sent to the then famous Battle Creek Sanitarium., The Fort Worth
days closed for him at that time, But, a dream was spawned in those days...
a dream of 2 model commmity where an industrious man eould be placed in
juxtaposition to a means of livelihood, and to own his home, free of debt,
cheaper than he could pay rent, Mr. Post held fast to the dream and es-
tablished his idesl, first at Battle Creek with model homes for his workers,
individually owned, and second, 1906, when he began his model community in
Garza County, Texas, = ;

The Battle Creek era of C, W, Post became nationally known because of
his varied activities and great success in the commnity. When he arrived
on the scene, a dying man, there was little in the town aside from the
Sanitarium to give it fame; but, C. W. Post wrought great changes within
five years, FPost remained in the Sanitarium frem Pebruary of 1891 until
November of 1891 when he was dismissed by Dr. John Harvey Kellogg as incursble.
Flla Post took the reins in her hands at that time and induced C, W. to try
Christian Science, which he did and was called an "instant healing" case.
The only diagnosis given him up to that time had been "digestive disturbances,"
nervous disorders and chromic appendicitis., Mr. Post confounded his friends
and fanily by getting well within a few months, He then bought acreage out-
side the town 1imits of Battle Creek in 1892 and started Lavita Inn, The
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Inn was his institution for teaching "curative truths," mind over matter, and
that how to get well was to "be" well. It was at the Inn that he and his wife
began the experiments for making a caffee substitute to become known as

FOSTUM. The new product became so successful by 1895 that all other activities
in the pursuit of health fads had to be abandoned in favor of the mamfacture
of Postum, This product was followed in 1897 by GRAPE-NUTS, and POST TOASTIES
in 1906, (then called Elija's Manna for a short period). These three products
were the founding of a business that made Mr, Post a millionsire before 1906,

@ business that his daughter inherited in 1914, Later, with her second husband,
BEdward F. Hutton, in the 1920s, the business was expanded into other products
which were the forerumners of Gemeral Foods Corporation.

Mr. Post and Battle Creek attracted international attention and nation-
wide publicity through his success with breakfast foods, his fights for Pure
rmm,wmm.mmn«w.mmmtum.
orders, known as POST CHECK CURRENCY. Mr. Post approved of lsbor unions, but
bitterly opposed labor leaders, He vas a member of a umion, but Kis workers
mamwmmummmmmwmmnmp
n«mnmummmummuau.ﬁa.hm‘ﬁ@m Ve
for & nero pittance per nonth, with absalute 41tle o the buyer. Whle Mr. Fost
did not "invent® advertising, he was the first to realise its potential.
Atbert Lasker, the great advertising gontus, wrote in his book that Co Wy
mnmmmammmmm,mm-ﬁmf. -
and that ¥r. Post was truly the "grandfather’ of sdvertising in Anerica,
Y. Post vas & vorld traveller, art. collector and politiosl figwe. Fewss
ammummmrmmmmﬁmﬂ‘& onal
Ass'n, of Mamfacturers, nmmmﬂﬂmw
at the same tine, depending on labor viewpoints,

nmmpmu¢1mm§gv§,_aiu&mgg

Texas for an outlet of his dreams and energles, He
&onmmlmwmm;“”‘ﬁ’ ong
the virgin area. It was a dream for his phil nt
mem)whﬂhoouumhmwﬁ
opportunity to help hinself, the only kind of phil
his second wife (Leila Young, later Mrs, L.,
new son-in-lav, Biward B. Glose, they made an
to decide upon the site for the proposed new com
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Slaughter ranch of 47,000 acres, and other lands to bring the totsl to

well over 225,000 acres. By 1907, a seething tent city was set up, On
February 1, 1907, Mr, Post gave a speech in Fort Worth clarifying the
details for settlers. A pamphlet (extant) was circulated and news media
were informed, covering a desoription and proposal for Garza County settlers.
Mr. Post stressed the possibilities of agricultural development and profit-
able pursuits. He pointed out that the only reason farming had not been
Suceessful there was due to the lack of railroads for transporting products
to the market, He promised them that the railroad was soon to be a reality,
th:tplansmdsumyingwreunderw. He believed in, and stressed, the
possibilties of long-staple cotton, milo maise, kaffir-corn and most fawrm
products, He promised and carried out gk plans for a farm commnity with
2 town center of schools, bank, stores, churches and mills, He asked for
Mtyfmsmmmbomm“'drm"mm. His
proposal and offer were, in his own words, as £ollows: "....we build the
farm house, out-buildings, dig the well, put up the wind pump, fence the
property, then we rent the farms the first three years on two plans. We
take 2 third of the crop if the fammer furnishes everything, but where we
supply horses, miles, w-,mtmm'mﬂud.hu
&urmmmwmmuhqunyum one-half
going to the farmer and one-half to me. rmhmﬁomnm
on outside vork all the tine %S can spare awy from the fam during the
first year, and perhaps soveral years, but there will be & positive agree-
ment on the first year, The price to be paid is $25.00 per month where I
feed hin and $35.00 per month 4 he feeds himself, After that when he has
farmed three years, and knows what the farm will do, and I have faith in that
land, then I will sell him the farm outright, based on its anmual earnings."

¥r. Post reminded his listeners that he was furnishing fully equipped \
tw.rm.mhgmnmtmmm'am - -l
mmmmmmmm &mmhﬁm
innovations wer numerous, even to nmmm
national press coverage, mummwm*mm
hotel, Msmami&.ﬁ*“mmmm
care, " nlw.umcnmmnm&omm
mmm«umqmumm
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c.v.M--mmrm-mmwmu.m‘m
railroad barons and before the advent of the automobile magnates, He
wmmmn.mmam.m.mm
Nh‘h"d.thmwhtﬁc“tth‘lhlmmmm
u-mmm“.mmmmu-pmmunnmm
nation. But, his life was Smuffed out on Nay 9, 191% at his winter home ¢
hmmm.mmn-nmmm:cm
Muﬂ-ummm-mwm mmum
Gity were carried forvard by his widow and '
U Ranch, and those in whom he put his trust,
of drought-ridden settlers on several ocoasions





