Girl who bought a home for nine dollars a week 1912
Post Papers - Box 1 - Bennett, Grant Press Correspondent 

[image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated]
image1.jpeg
N\

i)
Ny

191,

<
~

Q

fazer or
s to
tteq
the

v

to

& Girl Who Bought a Home
on Nine Dollars a Week

HOMER CROY in Leslie’s Illustrated Weekly. ){ o - 31 i) 7 el
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had not been there twenty minutes until he began

telling me about Battle Creek’s best known product—

C. W. Post—the man who makes Postum and several
well known brands of breakfast food. That afternoon
he took me across the car tracks to see how Postum and
Grape-Nuts were made, and that is how I met Lena
Stmrk, a stenographer; but that is getting ahead of my
story.

Caught under the brow of a hill is the first build-
ing that C. W. Post. when forty-two vears old and in
ill_health, used in making Postum. He used a skillet
and a peanut roaster. That was all he had, . except
belief in himself and a square chin. But when a person
has those two things, it does not make any difference if
the building is a barn.

He rolled bran and wheat over and over in his peanut
roaster, testing and testing until he found a combination
that could not be told from coffee with a bandage over
your eyes. He had something that tasted just as good
as coffee, named Postum, a drink that didn’t keep one
kicking around half the night. All he now had to do
was to sell it—he just had to carry the bricks up to the
top of the building, where somebody else would do all
the work of laying them. There is a lot of difference
between having something to sell, with the accent on the
to, and getting it on half the breakfast tables in the
land. But, anyway, it did sell, so that to-day the
man who came to Battle Creek seventeen years ago
now owns ten acres of factory buildngs, a hotel, an
office building, a theater and a town site. My Battle
Creek friend whispered into my ear that his income,
whether he sat at his desk with his sleeves rolled up
or played shuffle-board on his yacht, was $40,000 a
week. -

The offices didn’t look like offices, didn’t smack of
the treadmill where most employees have to stay six
days a week to get an envelope on Saturday afternoon
at three. Coming up the hill, they looked like houses
where a man of means lived whose hobby was his lawn:
Colonial architecture, vines and a home air that set you
looking for the hammiock. Inside, it was still more of a
home, and yet an office—beautiful rugs, big leather
chairs and an art gallery. In the midst of the office I
found Lena Stark, as cheery as a hostess and as busy
as a bee. In a moment we were chatting as though at
a reception: e

“How long have you worked here?” I asked.

“Seventeen years.”

“And you now own three houses?”

She smiled. e

Seventeen years she started to take a course
in a business college, but did not finish it. One p:ghl:
<he went to C. W. Post, who had just started his business,
and applied for a position. Coming there before the
supper hour, Mr. and Mrs. Post insisted that she eat
supper with them, and afterward Mr. Post took her
out to the little office and dictated two letters to her
to see her work. As she says now, he dictated them

}‘:ﬁ?; i’k?g’ tahe letters; but he was satisfied with her
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grapher emplo‘y‘ved by the Postum Cereal Company,
Where to-day they number into the hundreds. She was
an absolute stranger in the city, and at first lived in
a boarding house, where she paid $3.50 per week for
room and board. As the business increased, her salary
was raised in proportion.

When Mr. Post advised his employes that he would
build them homes and sell to them on the easy-payment
plan, Miss Stark purchased a double lot for $195 and
paid for it. Then Mr. Post built her a house on it which
cost her $700, and she rented it at once at $6 per month,
turning the rent back into the Postum Company, to-
gether with what she saved each month toward the
payment for her home. :

In 1899 Mr. Post built her the second house on her
double lot, which cost her about $300 more to build
than the first house, on account of the increased cost
of material, so that the two homes cost her about $1,750.
They now rent for $12 a month each and have had de-
sirable tenants in them ever since they were built.

Tn 1898 Miss Stark purchased two more lots on Post
Avenue, held them a year and sold them at an increase
of $150 over the cost. In 1905 she bought her present
property, at 225 South Avenue, and paid for the lot
She then borrowed money from the Postum Company
and built her present home, which cost her $2,500. This
little home is on a lot 50 feet front by 160 feet deep,
and is finished in hard wood, and would bring $3,500
to-day if put on the market. Lena Stark now owns
three homes in Battle Creek and has money in the bank.
Her salary the last year she was with the Postum Com-
pany was $75 a month. During the summer she acts
as relief for the girls when they take their vacations,
and works at the Postum plant when extra help is needed
and she can be spared from home.

How it was possible for a girl on a low salary to own
three homes interested me deeply, so deeply that I could
not help asking questions. m one of the managers
T found out about C. W. Post’s method of working with
his employes. Every single emlploye in his shops is
his loyal booster. While there 1 met J. W. Bryce, high
up as an organized union worker, who could not say
enough for the Post system of protecting its employes.

Post on the theory that an employe does his
best work when he has responsibility on his shoulders.
As soon as a man has worked for him a year, he is willing
to take him into partnership—willing to sell him a home.
To carry out this idea, Post bought one outlying section
of Battle Creek, platted it off and began putting up
houses. He told his people that philanthropy was not
moving him to this, and informed them that he was
going to make six cent. on his investment. He
put up several houses as models, but he would build
any house that an employe wished and build it the wa
the workingman wanted it, after Mr. Post had pusei
the plans. In this way the wife of the v;vorker could
have a linen chute, a basement or any improvement
about the house that she desired. For this Mr. Post
asked that one one-hundredth of the value of the house be
paid down as first inrt:-llment and the rest in the form of
monthly rental until paid for. For instance, if the house
was to cost $2,000, the first payment would be $20.00
and the rest to come in at $20.00 a month, or one one-
hundredth of whatever the price was. As a result, more
of the le employed by the breakfast-food k“:f of
Battle own their own homes than are owned by
the employes of almost any other concern in the United
States. {
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